THE patient, a boy, aged 17, was admitted into St. Thomas's Hospital in January, 1913 . Two months previously an alveolar abscess had developed in connexion with some carious teeth. The abscess was incised, and shortly afterwards a hard, brawny swelling developed in the right cheek. On admission this swelling occupied an area of about the size of a half-crown piece. It was bluish-red in colour, very hard, and firmly fixed to the surface of the maxilla. Four discharging sinuses were present, and on examination of the pus exuding from these the streptothrix of actinomycosis was discovered.
During the month of February iodide of potassium, beginning with 5-gr. doses, rapidly increased to 20 gr., was administered internally three times daily. On February 21 two hypodermic syringefuls of 4 per cent. formalin solution were injected around the periphery of the indurated area and into the margins of the area itself. The injection was followed by considerable swelling of the cheek and lower eyelid.
A second injection was made on April 4, after which all the sinuses closed. Meanwhile considerable diminution occurred in the extent of the induration.
Further injections were made on April 22, May 30, and July 16. Each injection was followed by considerable local cedema which rapidly subsided, after which the indurated tissue became less in extent and freely movable upon the maxilla. The injections were necessarily made around the circumference, since the fluid could not be freely forced into the indurated area. At the present time the cheek is nearly normal, the only fixed spot corresponding with the cicatrix of the largest of the sinuses present when the formalin treatment was commenced.
